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Beginnings &
bouquets



Instagram: @garden_images Website: http://www.myneighborsgarden.com
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Presentation Notes
2015 New York Times article by Ken Druse about the late Ellen Hovercamp.  Their collaboration Natural Companions.

http://www.myneighborsgarden.com/


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First scan made halfway through reading the article.  I was hooked.
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Awkward beginnings as I searched for suitable equipment from the office recycling stream.
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Bloom day scans, where gardeners around the world contributed list, pix of what’s blooming in their gardens the 15th or every month.  I forced myself to scan a bouquet every month.
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Bloom day scans 
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Bloom day scans
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Bloom day scans (later Diamond Day movie poster)
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Bloom day scans (later cover of the Swedish edition of The Vegetarian)
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Bloom days scans forced me to find subjects year-round



Fiddling 
around



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Monocromatic compositions. If I can’t plant a white garden I can still make one on the scanner platen.
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Monocromatic compositions. 
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Playing with the color wheel
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One species, many varieties
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One species, many varieties



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Artist friends compared wth Dutch Master still lifes.
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Can use backgrounds that aren’t black.
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Create backgrounds from plant parts with Photoshop
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Blingee’d
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Christmas composition made me realize my future was going to be digital manipulations
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First simple free hand mandala.



4-squares & 
kaleidoscopes
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How-to 4 square
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Scan from 4 square how to …
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Sliced and manipulated into kaleidoscope …



How to: https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-
create-kaleidoscope-patterns-from-your-photos/ 
Video: https://youtu.be/P6p2KBpsqdk 
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…. And kaleidoscope into tessellation/wallpaper

https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-create-kaleidoscope-patterns-from-your-photos/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-create-kaleidoscope-patterns-from-your-photos/
https://youtu.be/P6p2KBpsqdk
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Tessellation
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Tessellation
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Tessellation
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orangepurple whitebottlebrush buckeye
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Seq;uence, starting with scan …



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
… to 4 square …
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… to kaleidoscope …
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To tessallatiion
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True mandala



Plant portraits 
and mandalas
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Kalanchoe
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Bottlebrush buckeye
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Tessellation from bottlebrush buckeye
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Thalictrum 
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Hymenocallis
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Allium ‘Hair’



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Foxglove
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Florist cyclamen
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geranium
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Mandala
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Mandala (kind of)
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Mandala
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Mandala – Hannah’s Kale featuring varieties from her research trials
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Mandala
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Manipulated singles
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Mandalas
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Mandalas
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Mandalas deconstructed iris
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Mandalas
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Combo
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Anemone solo …
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… to spiral
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Wings
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Diamonds …
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To art deco/arts and crafts inspired wallpaper
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Bilateral bouquet
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16 combined into ‘snowflake’ (could have been wallpaper)
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Collections ‘Fall Walk’



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Build from collection …
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Build from collection …
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Build from collection …



Fame and 
Fortune
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Presentation Notes
Do it for fun.  Can make arrangements that document my garden, that last, that stay where I put the (like tattoos), that don’t make my wife get choked up.
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Can make collections that that never were.
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Early interest mostly from Eurpeans who stumbled upon blog.
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Swedish translation of a popular novel, movie poster for dramatic short.
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Menu at the Ritz Garden Restaurant, Madrid.
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2016 show, Merci Gallery, Tuscon Arizona
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Struts acoustic set at Merci Gallery with my works in the background
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Presentation Notes
2nd floor gallery, Mann Library, with Ellen Hovekamp and Art of Horticulture students.  Hands-on opening where public invited to try scanning.



Craig Cramer
• ellishollow.remarc.com
• cdcramer@gmail.com
• Instagram: @cdcramer42

‘Art makes me a better 
gardener. 

Gardening makes me a 
better artist.’
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